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Our recent national survey of 1,000 likely 2018 general election voters regarding partisan redistricting,
commissioned by the Campaign Legal Center, reports that a significant majority of voters, across all
partisan breaks, would like the Supreme Court to set new, clear rules to determine when partisan
gerrymandering violates the U.S. Constitution. Support for this position is strong, even after hearing the
opposition’s argument. 1
Voters want to remove partisan bias from redistricting, even if it means their party might not win as many
seats. People strongly prefer free and unbiased elections rather than what is best for their own party.
A strong majority of voters of all major parties say that they are less likely to vote for a politician who
supports partisan gerrymandering.
Concerns about partisan redistricting are rooted in strong values and shared perspectives. The fundamental
freedom to choose one’s own elected officials and the importance of political leaders working for the
common good are especially important. Across the board, voters are very concerned that redistricting
allows politicians to choose their voters, while putting partisan interests ahead of their constituents and
solving important problems.
Key Findings
Americans want the Supreme Court to set rules to stop partisan gerrymandering.

Darker colors indicate intensity throughout the report
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Lake Research Partners and WPA Intelligence designed and administered this survey that was conducted by live telephone
interviews between August 26-31, 2017. The survey reached 1,000 likely 2018 General Election voters. The margin of error for this
poll is +/- 3.1%, and higher among subgroups.
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Voters of all major parties are strongly in favor of the Supreme Court setting rules to limit partisan
gerrymandering, as are both Trump voters and Clinton voters. There is a significant intensity driving those
who would like to see the Supreme Court set new, clear rules when it comes to partisan gerrymandering,
with majorities strongly in favor across all major party breaks, and among those who supported either
Secretary Clinton or President Trump in the 2016 general election.

Darker colors indicate intensity throughout the report

These numbers are strong, despite the fact that less than half of voters have heard about redistricting
recently. Slightly more Democrats and Clinton voters have heard about redistricting recently than
independent voters, Republicans, or Trump voters.
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Gerrymandering is an important enough issue to voters that a candidate’s stance on the issue will
influence people’s votes. Voters across major political parties are much less likely to support a candidate
who supports partisan gerrymandering.

Darker colors indicate intensity throughout the report

When presented both sides, voters overwhelmingly say “no” to partisan bias in drawing districts, even if
that bias would help their party win more seats.
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Voters across the board say “no” to partisan bias, especially Clinton voters, Democrats, and noticeably
independent voters with real intensity. In addition, nearly half of Republicans (49%) say “no” strongly to
partisan bias.

Darker colors indicate intensity throughout the report

Support is strong because it rests on a platform of deeply-held values and shared perspectives. The
fundamental freedom to choose one’s own elected officials and the importance of political leaders working
for the common good are especially important. Voters are most concerned about politicians choosing their
own voters, members of Congress putting partisan interests ahead of the interests of constituents or solving
important problems, and losing the freedom to choose their own leaders.
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In the next tier of concerns, over two thirds of voters are very concerned about gerrymandering robbing
voters of their constitutional right to hold their representatives accountable.

Darker colors indicate intensity throughout the report

Engaged Debate: Head-to-Head Arguments
After hearing arguments on both sides, a solid majority of voters still agree with the Supreme Court setting
rules to stop partisan redistricting. An argument for setting new rules that is based on principles of equal
representation and the right to have a voice performs slightly better than one based on outcomes of partisan
gerrymandering.
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Darker colors indicate intensity throughout the report

Voters across the political spectrum side with non-partisan redistricting. Voters are generally more
responsive to an argument based on principles rather than outcomes. Democrats, independent voters, and
Clinton voters are driving support for “Principles.” However, a majority of Republicans and those who
supported President Trump are also in favor of the “Principles” messaging.
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The Supreme Court of the United States has a strong favorability rating and is the most popular institution
tested. Congress’ favorability rating is upside down, with a 2-1 negative ratio. The public is divided on state
legislatures, while a majority have a favorable opinion of their governors.

Darker colors indicate intensity throughout the report

Voters of all major parties, as well as Trump and Clinton voters, have strongly favorable opinions of the
Supreme Court of the United States. It is viewed more positively than both Congress and state legislatures
by voters of all major parties.
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Conclusion
In summary, voters strongly believe in the importance of removing partisan bias from redistricting and
overwhelmingly support the Supreme Court of the United States setting new rules to determine when
partisan gerrymandering violates the U.S. Constitution. Voters fundamentally believe in their right to freely
choose their elected officials, and they support measures that protect this right. Even after voters hear
arguments on both sides, they are still strongly in favor of the Supreme Court setting clear rules. Thanks to
the Supreme Court’s high favorability and strong public support for setting clear rules on this issue, a
Supreme Court decision addressing partisan redistricting will likely be very well-received by the American
electorate, including voters from all sides of the political spectrum.

****
For more information on this survey, please contact Lake Research Partners’ Celinda Lake
(clake@lakeresearch.com) or David Mermin (dmermin@lakeresearch.com) at 202-776-9066; or WPA
Intelligence’s Ashlee Rich Stephenson (ashlee@wpaintel.com) at (202) 470-6300.

